866      UETTEES OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From General Butler to Mrs. Butler
Head Quarters Dept. of Virginia, & North Carolina, Army of the Janes,
in the Field, VA., Nov. 26, 1884
MY DEAREST WIFE: I shall be down on Sunday if nothing happens, and Fox will dine with me on that day, and perhaps Admiral Porter and wife if they will come.
Don't weary yourself in getting dinner for us, but I thought it best to give you notice.
Nothing has changed since I wrote you last night. It is possible that you may want to come up with me.
Tout d vous, BENJ. F. BUTLER
From Colonel Shaffer to General Butler
PERSONAL.   FBHBPORT, ILL., Nov. 27/64
DEAR GENERAL: I have been stirring around for the last week seeing whether Washbum can't be made Senator, and have concluded that the thing can be did, if the right work is done. I will take a turn or two at it, and then I will come and see you. I should like much to know what uncle Abe proposes doing in regard to his Cabinet, etc., and how you will come out. There was a report in New York papers that you had declined the War Office. I have rec'd as many as twenty letters asking me to write you not to decline. The people have decided that you should be here. My own judgment is that you should accept War or State Dep't, but no other. You of course may have reasons that I know nothing about.
Your letter in regard to Osborne is funny. I might write Old Abe until I used up all my stationery without anything being done unless his Department Commander recommended it. If, however, you don't think it a good and proper thing to do, don't do it. I don't believe he is a very big Injun, but he is better than scores who have been promoted, and as he has done good service for 8 years as a Col., and as his is the only HI. Regt. in the East, I thought it eminently proper that he should be promoted. What say you? I am like a fish out of water and don't expect to feel settled for some time. Your Friend, J. W. SHATTER